
Life is Good at Convocation 


Incoming Students 
Inspired by Optimistic 
Message 

T he newest class of students at 
UMass Lowell was greeting 
with a healthy dose of opti¬ 
mism by Life is Good co-founder 
Bert Jacobs, one of many speakers at 
Convocation who offered words of 
wisdom at this official beginning of 
the academic year. 

"My job is to tell you to pull back 
and slow down a little bit. Think 
about your whole life," said Jacobs, 
who wore a River Hawks hockey jer¬ 
sey with his name on the back. "I 
want to enjoy my life and when I am 
an old man, I want to be proud of it." 

Chancellor Marty Meehan, in his 
first convocation address as chancel¬ 
lor, noted that he could related to the 
uncertainty and excitement students 
were feeling at the beginning of their 
educational journey. He was also an 
incoming UML student 30 years ago, 
and he encouraged students to get 
off to a strong start in their academic 
career. 


A Bert Jacobs, co-founder of Life is Good, gave an optimistic talk at 
the second-annual Convocation ceremony. Sitting behind Jacobs are 
(from left) Interim Provost Don Pierson; Interim Associate Vice 
Chancellor Jackie Moloney; Chancellor Marty Meehan and Dean of 
Students Larry Siegel. 


"This university 
gave me the founda¬ 
tion that I needed to 
go on and get a mas¬ 
ter's and to go on and 
get a law degree," said 
Meehan, a graduate of 
the class of 1978. This 
university "will [also] 
provide all of you 
with the foundation 
you will need... 
in the end, it is all up 
to you." 

Meehan vowed to 
be a very accessible 
chancellor, opening 
dialogues with stu¬ 
dents through campus 
meetings, e-mail and open office 
hours. "I want you to feel like you 
can stand up, speak up" when you 
have something to say, he said. 
"Maybe over the next year we can 
help each other succeed." 

Jacobs offered students three keys 
to success: simplicity, optimism and 
humility. Simplicity means "finding 
your groove and doing what you are 
best at." Optimism "moves the world 
like nothing else." As for humility: 


"You need to focus on yourself now, 
but at some point you are going to 
realize that the greatest joy in the 
world is helping others." 

Jacobs, with his brother John, 
founded the Life is Good brand 10 
years ago. Now a $100-million busi¬ 
ness, the company started with the 
brothers selling t-shirts out of their 
van on the streets of Cambridge. 
After five years of barely scraping by, 
they finally struck a chord with a 
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Campus Hosts High-Profile Political Event 



A Chancellor Marty Meehan introduces the Republican 
candidates at the final 5th district primary debate, held 
on campus. 


^^^he spotlight turned to 
I Lowell late in August, 

I as Chancellor Marty 
Meehan and UMass Lowell 
hosted the final primary 
debates for the 5th congres¬ 
sional district special 
I election. 

Voters had an unparal¬ 
leled opportunity to hear the 
two Republican candidates 
—Jim Ogonowski and 
Thomas Tierney—and the 
five Democratic candi¬ 
dates—Eileen Donoghue, 

Jamie Eldridge, Barry 
Finegold, James Miceli and 
Niki Tsongas—present their posi¬ 
tions, answer questions and chal¬ 
lenge each other, as each tried to gain 
an advantage before the Sept. 4 pri¬ 
mary. 

The candidates were competing 
to replace former Meehan, former 


representative for the district, who 
stepped down after 14 years to 
become chancellor at UMass Lowell. 
Meehan welcomed the candidates 
to the stage and watched the 
debate closely. 

Continued on Page 2 


Seven Engineering 
Programs Receive 
Accreditation for 
Next Six Years 

^^^he Accreditation Board 
I for Engineering and 
1 Technology (ABET) has 
accredited all seven UML engi¬ 
neering programs for the next six 
years, the maximum allowed by 
the Board. 

Dean John Ting calls the 
news, which reflects outstanding 
effort by the college administra¬ 
tion and department chairs, 
unprecedented and "cause for 
celebration." 

"This is absolutely greater 
than what we have ever done in 
the past. Before this, we always 
had at least one program in 

Continued on Page 4 


Hockey Season 
Ticket Sales Going 
Strong 

Committee Generates 
Excitement with 'See You 
at the Tsongas' Campaign 

T he University is more than 
half way to its goal of sell¬ 
ing 2,000 hockey season 
tickets, as fans rally around 
Chancellor Marty Meehan's chal¬ 
lenge to create an exciting social 
community at the Tsongas Arena 
this season. A committee of 
alumni, staff and friends is find¬ 
ing strong support for the hockey 
team, which stayed in the highly 
competitive Division I Hockey 
East conference after a vote of 
confidence from the UMass Board 
of Trustees in June. 

The most popular tickets are 
the top-tier club seats, which sell 
for $299 and include extras like 
access to a hospitality suite with a 
cash bar and buffet dinner, park¬ 
ing privileges, an annual dinner 
with the chancellor and first 
dibs on tickets to other events 
held at the Tsongas Arena. The 
University sold out of the initial 
375 club seats in two weeks, 
forcing Athletic Director Dana 
Skinner to create other club sec¬ 
tions for those on the waiting list. 
As of the beginning of September, 
850 club seat season tickets have 
been sold. 

"The numbers don't lie, and 
we've got the numbers to show 
there's excitement about this pro¬ 
gram and people want to be part 
of this program," says Mike 
Kuenzler, a local business owner 
and chair of the committee, which 
includes everyone from city and 
University officials to local busi¬ 
ness owners, corporate execu¬ 
tives, University alumni, current 
River Hawks coach Blaise 
MacDonald and former coach 
Bill Riley. 

Skinner says, "Folks on and 
off campus are engaging in their 
own small marketing campaigns, 
such as the UML staff member 
who has convinced 11 of her 
friends to join her as season ticket 

Continued on Page 4 
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Campus Hosts High-Profile Political Event 


Retired WBZ radio personality 
Gary LaPierre moderated the event, 
commenting at the end of the 
contentious Democratic debate, 
"There's no other sport like politics 
in Massachusetts!" Event sponsors 
were the UMass Lowell Political 
Science Club, Lowell Sun, LTC 
(Lowell's Cable Access television 
station) and WBZ. 


The event generated extensive 
media interest and coverage, and 
was also broadcast live on local 
cable, radio and University radio, 
and streamed on the websites of 
WBZ radio, LTC and UMass Lowell. 
About 500 people attended the 
forum. 

-SS 


Health and Environment Expands 
SHE Scholars Honors Program 


T he School of Health and 
Environment (SHE) has 
announced a greatly expand¬ 
ed honors program for the coming 
year—the SHE Scholars program. 

SHE Scholars are invited to 
begin the program in their fresh¬ 
man year, based on their academic 
credentials and leadership poten¬ 
tial. The Scholars complement the 
subject work in their majors with 
special seminars, expert speakers 
and projects that take them into 
the surrounding city and neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

All the Scholars take the 
Honors section of Community 
Health and Environment, continue 
to participate in special seminars, 
and conduct applied research. The 
program culminates with an inter¬ 
disciplinary capstone project in the 
senior year, and an Honors diplo¬ 
ma. 

"We are fortunate to be part 
of the Greater Lowell community, 
with its dynamic and diverse 
population," says Dean David 
Wegman, MD. "The School has 
well-established relationships with 
community health organizations 
and health providers, so that our 
students can participate in commu¬ 
nity-based research and interven¬ 
tion projects." 


Students who participated in 
last year's pilot program reported 
high satisfaction. 

"I think the honors program 
offered for the health students is 
amazing," says Leana Gaudette, 
class of 2010. "It opens doors and 
allows you to experience things 
that you normally couldn't do." 

The SHE Scholars participating 
faculty are Nicole Champagne, 
program coordinator and associate 
professor of the Community 
Health and Sustainability 
Department; Nursing Prof. 
Stephanie M. Chalupka; Assoc. 
Prof. Sean Collins of the Physical 
Therapy Department; and Prof. 
Theodore Namm of the Clinical 
Laboratory and Nutritional 
Sciences Department. 

"Health professionals are part 
of a complex web of specialized 
disciplines and health systems," 
says Champagne. "They serve the 
needs of individuals, families, 
institutions and communities. The 
SHE Scholars program is designed 
to incorporate this broader under¬ 
standing into the discipline-specific 
education." 



▲ SHE Scholars participate in community-based research and health intervention projects 
throughout their four years of study. 



▲ Students received t-shirts that read "See you at the Tsongas...or 
else" to promote interest in the River Hawk hockey team. 


stick figure character 
named Jake, whose 
simple optimistic say¬ 
ings counter society's 
overwhelmingly nega¬ 
tive messages. 

The privately held 
company sponsors sev¬ 
eral festivals each year 
to raise money for char¬ 
ity, including the 
pumpkin festival on 
Boston Common last 
October that was sup¬ 
ported by UML pump¬ 
kin carvers. Jacobs said 
the aftermath of 
September 11 inspired 
this corporate focus on 
charitable giving. After his employ¬ 
ees raised more than $200,000 in 
six weeks for the 9/11 victims, the 
brothers had an epiphany. 

"We realized this business is here 
for a reason. Why do businesses only 
give [to charity] when there is a 
tragedy, or at Christmas?" he said. 
"Today, it is our dream to have festi¬ 
vals all over the world raising tens of 
millions of dollars for charities." 

Interim Dean of Education Anita 
Greenwood, speaking for the deans, 
likened the students' educational 
journey to standing at line at the 
amusement park. She questioned 
whether students are in line for the 
river raft ride, which will "carry you 
to graduation and hopefully you 
won't be too wet in the end;" the 
roller coaster, where you will discov¬ 
er "high points, low points and 
sometimes you will find yourself 
upside down;" or the bumper cars, 
where "you have an idea where you 
want to go, but you may change 
direction.. .you may not end up 
where you want to go." 

"You are in control. You are not 
on a predetermined track," she said. 
"You will find your years here will 
be just as exciting as any amusement 
ride." 


Also speaking to students were 
Dean of Students Larry Siegel, who 
urged students to use the support 
system that the University provides 
to help them succeed; Student 
Government President Steve 
Holstrom, who noted the many 
extracurricular activities available to 
complement their academic life; and 
Lowell City Manager Bernie Lynch, 
also a UML graduate, who welcomed 
students to the city and encouraged 
them to become involved in the 
city's life. 

UML Hockey Coach Blaise 
MacDonald, with help from some 
hockey team members, encouraged 
students to be part of the excitement 
at the Tsongas Arena and support the 
hockey team this year. Chancellor 
Meehan has charged a committee of 
alumni, staff, faculty and friends 
with tripling the number of hockey 
season tickets sold to establish an 
exciting community atmosphere at 
hockey games. Student tickets are 
free this year. 

Students also were treated to a 
barbecue lunch and activities fair 
after Convocation. Many also took 
advantage of the opportunity to reg¬ 
ister to vote. 

-KO 



A More than 1,000 incoming students gathered for Convocation in the Rec Center. 
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UMass President Awards 
Seven Grants to Support 
'Creative Economy' 


U Mass Lowell professors were 
awarded two of seven projects 
selected system wide through 
the 2007 President's Initiatives Funds 
to support the contributions of the 
arts, humanities and social sciences. 
The awards, announced by UMass 
President Jack Wilson, are designed 
to complement the President's 
Science and Technology Initiatives, 
which have provided 
funding for scholarship 
in these areas for 
four years. 

Prof. Robert Forrant 
of the Regional Economic 
and Social Development 
Department was award¬ 
ed $35,000 to support an 
arts and culture econom¬ 
ic impact study and out¬ 
reach efforts to strength¬ 
en ties between UMass 
Lowell students and Lowell resi¬ 
dents. Forrant's proposal—submitted 
with the Cultural Organization of 
Lowell (COOL) and the Revolving 
Museum—will collect and interpret 
key economic data related to local 
cultural programming. 

"The University as an institution 
and its members as a community can 
undoubtedly play larger roles in the 
cultural sector, to the mutual advan¬ 
tage of all concerned," says Forrant. 

The second winning UMass 
Lowell proposal, submitted by mem¬ 
bers of the English Department, 


including Anthony Szczesiul, Todd 
Avery, Melissa Pennell, Nancy 
Selleck and Gigi Thibodeau along 
with staff assistant Dave Robinson 
from the UMass Lowell Community 
Outreach Office, was awarded 
$30,000 to expand the successful 
Urban Village Arts Series (UVAS) to 
become a central component in the 
cultural life of the city. UVAS, a free 
monthly event held in 
the 120-seat National 
Park Visitor Center 
theater that each 
night features three 
novelists, nonfiction 
writers, sculptors, 
filmmakers, painters, 
poets, musicians and 
other artists in 20 
minute sets. 

"The UVAS perform¬ 
ances and readings 
have intrinsic value, but they are also 
part of the creative economy of 
Lowell, providing exposure for local 
artists and bringing people into the 
downtown arts district," says 
Szczesiul. 

"Societal well-being requires 
more than a focus on the business 
sector and emerging industries," 
says Wilson. "Support for diversity, 
multiculturalism, human rights, wise 
and just public policy and vibrant 
cultural initiatives are all areas where 
the University's faculty can make 
important contributions to our state." 


"The University as 
an institution and 
its members as a 
community can 
undoubtedly play 
larger roles in the 
cultural sector..." 



UML Highlights Life Sciences Activities 


▲ Over the summer. Secretary of Housing and Economic Development Daniel O'Connell and 
Chair of the House Ways and Means Committee, Rep. Robert DeLeo, toured the campus and 
heard about UMass Lowell life sciences initiatives. In the photo at top, with Secretary 
O'Connell, third from right, are, from left, former Lowell City Councilor George Ramirez, counsel 
to the Massachusetts Office of Business Development; Prof. Carl Lawton, director of the 
Massachusetts BioManufacturing Center; Prof. Stephen McCarthy, director of the 
Massachusetts Medical Device Development Center; Prof. Julie Chen, director of the 
Nanomanufacturing Center of Excellence; and Chancellor Marty Meehan. Joining Chair DeLeo, 
far right in photo below, are, from left. Chancellor Meehan, Rep. Kevin Murphy, Rep. David 
Nangle, Assoc. Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney and Rep. Thomas Golden. 


Oct. 4 Event is Planned to Raise Funds for Honors Scholars 


Tickets are $150 each; 
the Goal is $50,000 

^^^he UMass Lowell Honors 
I Program, caught between its 
m own high ambitions and the 
realities of an increasingly tight 
budget, is planning a fundraiser this 
fall it hopes will help close the gap 
between the two. 

"After a brief conversation with 
[Associate Chancellor] Jacquie 
Maloney last spring, and a quick 
realization that our budget isn't ade¬ 
quate for all we'd like to accomplish, 
we decided on an event that's been 
successful in the past," says Program 
Director Doreen Arcus. "We have 
high hopes that we can raise the 
money to do some needed, really 
important things." 

The event, scheduled for the 
evening of Oct. 4, will begin with a 
cocktail reception at Allen House on 


UML South, then continue on 
through dinner at a venue still to be 
announced. The tax-deductible ticket 
price for the event will be $150. 

The fund-raising goal, says 
Arcus, is $50,000, with sponsorships 
beginning at $2,000 each. The pro¬ 
ceeds will go toward the Honors 
Endowment, which helps subsidize 
extracurricular events for UMass 
Lowell honors students—cultural 
trips, speakers' engagements, etc.—as 
well as research support and student 
scholarships. 

The principle focus of the event, 
as in earlier years, will be the recog¬ 
nition and celebration of retired fac¬ 
ulty and staff who have made signifi¬ 
cant contributions to the legacy of 
undergraduate scholarship. This 
year's honorees, who were chosen 
over the summer by committee, 
reflect a broad cross-section of the 
University community: former Dean 
of Students Ellen Duggan; retired 



Humanities Professors Peter and 
Mary Blewett; retired Prof. Robert 
Gower of the College of Education; 
former Management Prof. Goang- 
Tzer (George) Liaw, Health and 


Environment Prof. Janice Stecchi, 
Chemistry Prof. Arthur Watterson, 
and one other still to be named. 

Invitations, close to 1,000 in all, 
have been sent to faculty, staff and 
alumni, as well as to former faculty 
members and members of the local 
business community—among whom, 
says Arcus, "we hope will be some 
with an interest in attracting future 
employees from among members of 
our program." 

There are currently about 200 
students in the Honors Program, 
including the newest six recipients, 
just named, of the Honors Fellows 
Scholarships. 

"We hope, with the generosity of 
the faculty, staff and alumni, as well 
as our partners in the community," 
says Doreen Arcus, that we'll be able 
to see that number grow." 
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Hockey Season Ticket Sales Going Strong 


holders or the 6-year old child who 
wants to sing the national anthem 
at home games because 'everyone's 
talking about the River 
Hawks/ Ideas are coming 
from every direction." 

After the successful 
push to sell the club seats, 
the focus now turns to 
marketing regular season 
tickets, which range in 
price from $99 to $199. To 
date, 260 of those tickets 
have been sold, accord¬ 
ing to Brian Donnelly 
of the Athletics 
Department. 

Faculty and staff 
can purchase regular 
season tickets for $99, a 
savings of $50. Another 
option is to purchase 
Season Ticket Plus 
seats for $199, which 
includes the opportunity to buy 
seats for other events at the 
Tsongas Arena, including sold out 
events. 



,,, 2007-2008 
PICKET INFORMATION 



The goal of the season ticket 
campaign is to create an exciting 
place to be for the 19 home games 
scheduled this season. Besides 
the push to sell tickets, 
the committee is also 
planning fun theme 
nights, contests and 
other entertainment to 
enhance the game experi¬ 
ence. In addition, stu¬ 
dents can now attend 
games for free with a 
valid ID. 

"It's important now 
keep everyone engaged 
until the opening weekend, 
then provide an exciting 
experience that builds from 
one game to the next," 
says Skinner. 

Students at Convocation 
were all given T-shirts with 
the marketing slogan "See 
You at the Tsongas," and 
Coach McDonald and some of his 
hockey team members encouraged 
students to be a part of the excite¬ 
ment. 

-KO 


UMass Lowell Student- 
Athletes Ranked Second in 
Nation in Academics 


U Mass Lowell athletes have 
been ranked second best in 
the nation—and tops in the 
northeast—in academic performance. 

The National Collegiate Scouting 
Association (NCSA) Collegiate 
Power Rankings, released recently, 
place UML second best among all 
NCAA Division II schools in the 
country. The rankings are based on 
athletic prowess, student-athlete 
graduation rates and academic 
strength. 

UML was topped only by the 
University of California-San Diego. 

At the same time, the River 
Hawk athletes topped the Northeast 
10 Conference and Northeast Region 
Division II lists while finishing 23rd 
overall among the 224 Division II 
schools throughout the country 
in the U.S. Sports Academy 
Director's Cup. 

The University excelled in the 
area of student-athlete graduation 
rates, with a 77 percent rate from the 
freshman class of 2000. This past 
year, Lowell athletes maintained a 
2.972 grade point average. The field 
hockey, softball and men's cross¬ 


country teams were recognized 
nationally for academic excellence, 
and 66 student-athletes received indi¬ 
vidual academic honors. 

"These rankings are different 
from others in that they measure 
both academic and athletic success 
of student-athletes as well as the 
overall academic performance of 
the institution," says Director of 
Athletics Dana Skinner. "It enforces 
the importance of student-athletes, 
coaches, faculty and staff working 
together to achieve excellence." 

In the Division II national ratings 
category, UMass Lowell was topped 
only by the University of California- 
San Diego. Coming in third place 
was Eckerd College in Florida. 
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Seven Engineering Programs Receive 
Accreditation for Next Six Years 


which we were required to write 
follow-up reports on how we 
fixed things. In some cases it was 
because we didn't understand the 
process (which changed in 1999- 
2000) and in other cases because 
we didn't have resources in the 
right places." 

The accreditation was particu¬ 
larly impressive. Ting says, 
because it includes Computer 
Engineering, a new program, 
which is now retroactively accred¬ 
ited to October 2005. 

Some of the departments' 
strengths highlighted by the Board 
included their industrial advisory 
boards, chairs, faculty and enthusi¬ 
astic students. Ting says. 

The seven programs and their 
chairs are Chemical Engineering 
and Nuclear option, A1 Donatelli; 
Civil Engineering, Nate Gartner; 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, Craig Armiento; 
Mechanical Engineering, John 
McKelliget; and Plastics 
Engineering, Bob Malloy. 

Ting had special praise for the 
chairs who, he says, were the ones 


who wrote the self-study reports 
required by ABET. These reports, 
which took half a year to prepare, 
had to be submitted prior to 
ABET's arrival in June of last year. 

The ABET process changed in 
the 1999-2000 period. Prior to 
that, the Board simply took into 
account facts such as the number 
of courses offered, the existence of 
labs, the curriculum, the number 
of faculty members, and so on. 

"Now," says Ting, "they want 
to know what kind of engineers 
you want to graduate and what 
kind of program you want to be. 
And you have to prove you're 
doing it." 

This proof, he says, involves 
demonstrating how he alumni are 
succeeding, and the school has to 
get feedback from industry. There 
is much more involvement with 
stakeholders. 

Ting points to the departmen¬ 
tal advisory boards that Dean 
Krishna Vedula created about 
eight years ago as being "very 
helpful." 

-JMcD 



▲ Dean John Ting says much of the credit for the success of the recent ABET report on 
accreditation goes to the department chairs. With Ting, left, they are John McKelliget, 
Craig Armiento, Nate Gartner, Bob Malloy and Al Donatelli. 


Jack Kerouac Conference 
Returns to Campus 


Event Features 
Prof. Matt Theado as 
Keynote Speaker 

W ith the "On the Road" 

exhibit coming to an end 
next month, Kerouac enthu¬ 
siasts have another chance to cele¬ 
brate the writer's life at the 
University's 2007 Jack Kerouac 
Conference on Beat Literature. 

The Oct. 4-5 conference features 
keynote speaker Prof. Matt Theado 
of Gardner-Webb University, author 


of "Understanding Jack Kerouac" 
and "The Beats: A Literary 
Reference." Theado will be speaking 
at noon on Oct. 5 in O'Leary 222. 

The event, which focuses on the 
works of Kerouac and other Beat 
Movement writers, is sponsored by 
the Jack and Stella Kerouac Center 
for American Studies, the UML 
English Department and John 
Sampas of Lowell, executive director 
of the Kerouac estate. 

For a full schedule of events, visit 
www.uml.edu / KerouacConference. 
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With Banners, Signs and 
Flags, the University 
Raises Its Image 


Fox Hall Banner is One 
of Five in City 

F ox Hall, at 18 stories the tallest 
building on the UMass Lowell 
campus, provides housing for 
514 students, a dining hall, 
student lounge and kitchens 
on every other floor. It is also 
now, as of this past spring, 
the site of the city's largest 
sign. 

The 15-by-75-foot banner, 
hung vertically along the 
side of the building and 
emblazoned with the 
University's name and logo, 
also includes a full-color 
image of several students 
interacting. It can be seen 
from as far away as almost 
anything in the city. 

And it is only one five— 
all of which, conceived by 
the University's Office of 
Public Affairs and hung at 
selected sites around the 
campus and city last spring 
(including the side of 
Cumnock Hall and above the 
scoreboard at LeLacheur 
Park), are of high-impact, durable 
vinyl, include the UMass Lowell 
name and logo, a full-color depic¬ 
tion of students and one of two 
boldface taglines: "Real World 
Innovation" or "Real World 
Education." 


Similarly designed flags, 
although smaller, are also hung 
from lamp posts along the streets 
of UML North and South. Both the 
signs and banners are part of a 
recent high-visibility campaign, 
supplemented by the University's 


River Hawks' hockey promotion 
and other high-profile initiatives, 
designed to boost the UMass 
Lowell presence in the city and 
region, as well as to kindle campus 
spirit. More banners, as well as 
other promotional enterprises, are 
planned for this year. 




Senator Sees Brainpower on Display 


A State Sen. Steven Panagiotakos watches as Nityasri Sankar of Boxboro demonstrates her 
invention at UMass Lowell's DesignCamp. With a tour of the camp by Executive Director Doug 
Prime, Assistant Director Deb Finch and Engineering Dean John Ting, Panagiotakos went 
through many of the 15 workshops that were offered this summer. DesignCamp, now in its 
eighth year, gives students in grades 5-11 the chance to work hands-on with science and create 
their own inventions. 


TURI Grants Promote 
Product Awareness 



• The Town of Townsend's 
Conservation Commission received 
$3,500 to educate residents about 
the benefits of organic lawn care 
practices. 

• The Organic Mom, Inc. of Berkley 
received $1,300 to host free envi¬ 
ronmental lectures at local schools 
to raise public awareness of toxics. 

"It's one thing to tell people that 
organic lawn care works, but it's a lot 
more meaningful to show people," 
says Karen Chapman, Townsend 


• Cape Cod Cooperative 
Extension of Barnstable 
received a $15,000 grant to pro¬ 
mote the use of new LED flares 
to boaters and emergency 
responders as an alternative to 
chemical flares containing per¬ 
chlorate. 

• The Vietnamese American 
Initiative for Development (Viet- 
AID) of Dorchester received 
$15,000 to promote safer hardwood 
floor finishing products to compa¬ 
nies and consumers. 

• ECOprojects of Jamaica Plain 
received $14,950 to educate asth¬ 
matic residents in Lynn about iden¬ 
tifying and reducing chemical haz¬ 
ards due to common household 
practices that trigger asthma symp¬ 
toms. 

• Worcester Youth Center received 
$14,450 to increase awareness 
among low income inner city 
youth about harmful chemicals 
found in everyday products used 
at home. 


Joy Onasch 

Conservation Commission. "With 
this grant, we'll be able to demon¬ 
strate on town property to residents 
and landscapers that there's no 
need to use chemical pesticides 
and fertilizers." 

In addition, TURI introduced 
new lower level funding this year to 
encourage more community organi¬ 
zations to promote safer alternatives. 
Four organizations were awarded 
$1,000 each including Friends of 
Tyler Park in Lowell, The Organic 
Land Care Program of Northeast 
Organic Farming Association, the 
Brazilian Women's Group of Alls ton 
and the Holliston Fire Department. 

For more information on TURI or 
these awards, visit www.turi.org. 


Ten Awards Given to 
Mass. Organizations 


C ontinuing their 13-year tradi¬ 
tion of building community 
awareness of toxics, UML's 
Toxics Use Reduction Institute 
(TURI) recently awarded 10 grants 
totaling $68,000 to community organ¬ 
izations around the state. The proj¬ 
ects will raise awareness about toxic 
chemicals in everyday products and 
encourage the selection of safer alter¬ 
natives. 

"It's truly amazing what 
these organizations plan to 
accomplish for a relatively small 
amount of money," says Joy 
Onasch, community program 
manager of TURI. "Because of the 
general public's recent surge of 
awareness and concern for the 
environment, I think these project 
leaders will have even more suc¬ 
cess convincing people to use less 
toxic materials." 

TURI awarded grants ranging 
from $1,300 to $15,000 to the fol¬ 
lowing six organizations: 
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Labor Secretary Suzanne Bump 
Presents Workplace Safety Grants 


S ecretary of Labor and 

Workforce Development 
Suzanne M. Bump delivered 
the message, and the money, 
personally 

She joined Director of Labor 
George Noel and local elected offi¬ 
cials in announcing a new round 
of Workplace Safety grants to 
Merrimack Valley employers. 

"Many workplace injuries and 
illnesses are preventable through 
health and safety training," Bump 
said at the event, held at UMass 
Lowell. "Accident and injury rates 
have declined for projects that 
have been funded." 

The grants are part of 43 
statewide Occupational Safety and 
Health grant awards for FY08 
totaling $800,000. The grants are 
awarded by the Department of 
Industrial Accidents, which is 
overseen by the Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development. 


At UMass Lowell, $24,605 
was awarded to The New England 
Consortium to train 300 employees 
in OSHA safety regulations, injury 
prevention, and fire and electrical 
safety. 

"Our training program will 
help to protect public roadway 
work crews as they contribute to 
important infrastructure repairs," 
said Assoc. Prof. Craig Slatin, co¬ 
director of the Center for Public 
Health Research and Health 
Promotion. "It is all the more 
important as conducting roadway 
work in the presence of moving 
traffic puts roadway workers at 
great risk for injury and even 
death on the job." 

Sec. Bump also presented 
awards to the City of Lawrence, to 
the Greater Lawrence Technical 
School, and to Bormann Brothers 
of Pepperell. Department of 
Industrial Accidents grants have 
trained 376,000 Massachusetts 
workers since 1991. 



Notk* ctf Grant Award 
Safely Grant Program 


the New England 
Consortium 


A Labor Secretary Suzanne Bump, center, announced workplace safety grants at a recent 
on-campus event. With her, from left, are David Coffey, special projects manager. The New 
England Consortium; Rep. Kevin Murphy, chair of the Higher Education Committee; Lowell 
Mayor Bill Martin; Prof. Craig Slatin, co-director of the Center for Public Health Research and 
Health Promotion; and UMass Lowell Assoc. Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney. 


Meehan Era Begins at 
UMass Lowell 



A While there were not too many students on campus in July and August, there was a lot of 
activity. Hundreds of faculty and staff turned out to greet Chancellor Marty Meehan on his first 
day of work July 2, and he lunched with students, some of whom are pictured here. Meehan 
also held numerous hockey meetings, hosted a 5th Congressional district primary debate, and 
promoted life sciences initiatives on campus. 


Fun and Games on Tap for 
Oct 6 Homecoming at UML 

T he UMass Lowell Homecoming festivities, scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 6, on Cushing Field, will include a whole array of activities, 
from athletic events and pony rides to food and music. 

The 11:30 a.m. opening ceremonies will be followed by field hockey 
at noon, women's soccer at 1 p.m., volleyball at 2 p.m. and men's soccer 
at 3 p.m. 

Throughout the day, student groups will be selling food and offering 
face painting for the youngsters, who also may take pony rides. In addition, 
there will be a DJ, live bands and a hospitality tent for alumni. 

The event is being sponsored by Athletics, Alumni relations and 
Student Affairs. 
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